LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

played a catch-me-if-you-can sort of game in the
'Romancero' pastorals. Vijaykrishna warmly appreciated
the intensity of the unreserved self-giving of the Gopis
and the red-heat of their love for Sree Krishna, the ball
of attraction. But he did not take Chaitanya for an
incarnation of God, although according to the law of
spiritual inversion, this prophet of Nadia, this super-mystic
with the lyre of his heart constantly vibrant under the
impress of living ecstasy, might be believed to have
realised his identification with the Divine. As Vijaykrishna
was from the prime of life a devotional mystic, following
the path which, as the Zohar containing the traditions of
Israel calls it, is the path of ecstasy, he was attracted towards
that cult of love which Vaishnavism has made its central
credo. The gospel of love is manifested in its transcendent-
alism in Vaishnava philosophy alone. If Christ was
Divine Grace incarnate, Chaitanya was Divine Love
personified. Had he not been a devotional mystic, had
his life in the Samaj been merely a history of a fine
intuitive soul, of a spirit of communion with the least trace
of emotionalism as was that of the great Devendranath,
Vijaykrishna would not have been so much attracted
towards Chaitanya. .The uniqueness of his life was that
it was a life of mysticism which is, as somebody says, a
liberal education in religion, as Kabalism was a liberal
education in Israel, and hence, for the attainment of
Religion which means Reunion, he always trod the path
of emotional experience which forms the central credo in
Vaishnavism. This explains why he was so much moved
as to graft some elements of Chaitanyaism to the tree of

Brahmoism.

Vijaykrishna had not by this time merely imbibed a

sense of utmost reverence towards Chaitanya. He had
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